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grasp the precious diamond which contained all he coveted in the
world before he fell insensible upon the snowy cushion. But his
good spaniels lost no time in rushing to the rescue, and between
them they bore him hastily from the hall, and not a moment too
soon, for all around them they heard the clang of the falling blocks
of ice as the Fairy Palace slowly collapsed under the unwonted
heat. Not until they reached the foot of the mountain did they
pause to restore the Prince to consciousness, and then his joy to
find himself the possessor of Sabella's heart knew no bounds.
"With all speed they began to retrace their steps, but this time
the happy Prince could not bear the sight of his defeated and disap-
pointed rivals, whoso frozen forms lined his triumphant way. He
gave orders to his spaniels to spare no pains to restore them to life,
and so successful were they that day by day his train increased, so
that by the time he got back to the little village where he had left
his horse he was escorted by five hundred sovereign Princes, and
knights and squires without number, and he was so courteous and
unassuming that they all followed him willingly, anxious to do him
honour. But then he was so happy and blissful himself that he
found it easy to be at peace with all the world. It was not long
before he met the faithful Mousta, who was coming at the top of
his speed hoping to meet the Prince, that he might tell him of the
sudden and wonderful change that had come over the Princess,
who had become gentle and thoughtful and had talked to him of
nothing but Prince Mannikin, of the hardships she feared he might
be suffering, and of her anxiety for him, and all this with a hundred
tender expressions which put the finishing stroke to the Prince's
delight, Then came a courier bearing the congratulations of the
King and Queen, who had just heard of his HUccoBsfnl retxirn, and
there was even a graceful compliment from Babella herself. The
Prince sent Moiista back to her, and he was welcomed with joy,
for was he not her lover's present ?
At last the travellers reached the capital, and were received
with regal magnificence. Farda-Kinbras and Birbantino embraced
Prince Mannikin, declaring that they regarded him as their heir
and the future husband of the Princess, to which he replied that
they did him too much honour. And then ho wa# admitted into the
presence of the Priacess, who for the first time in hor life blushed
as he kissed her hand, and could not find a word to say. But the
Prince, throwing himself on his knees beside hor, hold out the
splendid diamond, saying;

